2 14 SLED RANGER UPDATE
2014 Special Events
• Wheelchair Softball
• Wheelchair Racing
• Wheelchair Basketball
• Handcycling
• Rico Roman Day

“Like” us on
Facebook.

2014 -- A Busy Year for the Sled Rangers
I hope this note finds you well and
having enjoyed the holiday season. I
wanted to update you on the progress
we have made on the sled hockey
program.

the dream of being on a team to even
more kids.

Follow us on Twitter
at #wsfsledrangers.

Firstly, on behalf of the Wheelchair
Sports Federation, I want to thank you
again for your generous support of the
Sled Rangers youth sled hockey
program. Your participation in the
Breakaway! event allowed us to bring

Growing and Growing
At the time of the event last February,
we had 23 kids on our roster. Today,
we have 34 physically disabled kids
and about 40 if able-bodied siblings
are included.
This year we have created our own
NYC-based sled hockey league.
Indeed, we have divided up into three
teams (Green, Red, and Orange), all
sponsored by the New York Rangers.
We continue to play at Lasker Rink in
Central Park. We have 1 game and 1
practice each week, and our season
consists of several iterations of roundrobin between these three teams.
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We are further developing the
volunteer aspect of the program. I
have found that there are many adults
and teenagers who love hockey and
are looking for ways to give back, and
they have somehow found us. We sure
can use the extra pair of hands (and
younger muscles and backs to carry
the kids on and off the ice) and so we
are very grateful for all the new
support.
If you ever find yourself in the
neighborhood of 110th and Lenox on
Saturday afternoon at 3pm or so,
please stop and say hello.
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Pine River East-West Sled Hockey Series
We have also created a "travel team",
which is consists of our most able
players drawn from our new house
league.

and we are quite proud of the fact
that we held the Jr. Wild to a 1-1 tie
through 2.5 periods during the last
game.

We view it is our obligation to develop
ALL of our players to the very highest
potential that they are able, and that
means having some of the kids play at
a very competitive level. It is my
personal goal to have at least one
player from our program on the 2022
U.S. Paralympic sled hockey team.

Even so, for most of these kids, it was
the first time they have ever left New
York, or been on an airplane. It was
an amazing experience for everyone,
and our Minnesota hosts couldn’t
have been more welcoming or
gracious.

Toward that end, the travel team flew
to Blaine, Minnesota this September to
play 3 games against the Jr. Wild sled
hockey team. Unfortunately (or maybe
fortunately if you’re from Minnesota)
the Sled Rangers were outclassed by
the Jr. Wild.

Our Wild hosts even arranged for us
to play a short scrimmage in between
periods at the professional Wild-Jets
games at the XCel Center. What a
thrill that was.
We look forward to seeing the Jr.
Wild, and playing them again, soon.

Despite that, however, we played the
best sled hockey we ever had played,

Rico Roman Day
We have been able to have several
other fun events this year.
Courtesy of the Challenged Athletes
Foundation, we were able to spend
the morning with Rico Roman, a 2014
U.S. sled hockey gold medalists, and he
gave us all some pointers on and off
the ice.
Rico
is
one
of
Sochi
Russia
paralympians that is featured in the PBS
special “Ice Warriors”.
We were lucky enough to skate at the
home of Larry Robbins, the CEO of
Glenview Capital. Larry’s generosity
towards our program has been
immensely helpful and we cannot
thank him enough.
After skating with the team, we treated
Rico and his wife to a real-deal New
York City lunch of hot pastrami on rye
from the Pastrami Queen on the UES.
1st time for pastrami! Now he’s really
one of us.
At the airport on the way to the Pine River
East-West Sled Hockey Series
Page 2

Sled Ranger Update 2014 ● #wsfsledrangers ● www.wsfsledrangers.org ● info@wsfsledrangers.org

Softball, Handcycling, Basketball, Racing, & More
The day after the Breakaway! event,
we were invited to skate at Yankee
Stadium which was a wonderful
experience. They set up ice rinks on
the field, and the New York Yankees
very generously donated ice time to us
and our guests.
And we expanded horizons for the kids,
by hosting a wheelchair softball day
and a hand cycling day so the kids
could try out those sports as well.

In
October, we
organized
a
"Paralympic Experience" day with two
other teams that we are in touch with a wheelchair basketball team, and an
adaptive track and field team. Each
team had the opportunity to try each

At the airport on the way to the Pine River
East-West Sled Hockey Series

of the other sports.
Everyone had a great time, and we
actually recruited another player from
one of the other teams.

Media
We have also received a fair bit of
media attention.

Online, Real Good Sports, and several
blog articles.

3 of our athletes were profiles on
News12, our coach Victor Calise was
named Queens Person of the Week
with an associated television segment,
we had a piece on us on CBS News,
and of course we were on 60 Minutes
Sports.

During the East-West Sled Hockey Series
in Blaine, the New York Rangers
tweeted all about us on their official
youth hockey handle that entire
weekend.

In addition, there were numerous web
articles on us in El Diario, NY Hockey

All of the pictures, videos, and articles
can be found on our website at
http://www.wsfsledrangers.org.

Thank You
Your support has helped to make all of
this possible, and you have our
sincerest gratitude.
Our Breakaway! event was very
successful last year and very fun, and
we thank you again for helping to
make it such a big success and for
sharing it with us.
We are still growing very rapidly, and
we have decided to make the
fundraising event a bi-annual affair

instead of annual. This will enable us to
use the time that would otherwise be
spent organizing rather on growing the
program and getting even more kids
involved.
We will certainly be back in February
2016 with another Breakaway! and we
hope to see you there.
As a “thank-you” to our sponsors and
donors, we will be hosting a Sled
Hockey Celebration on Saturday
February 28th. We invite you to bring
your entire family for a fun afternoon of
skating at Wollman Rink in Central Park.
We will have some sleds for guests to try
and skate with the team. More details
will follow soon.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Thank you again for all your support,
and I wish you and your family a very
happy and healthy 2015.

Max, Ailin, Joanna, Isabella, and
Michael trying out new things.

Sincerely,
Bill Greenberg
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